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“Protecting your health
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CoNSUMER NEWS FROM YOUR CARMEL AREA WASTEWATER DisTRICT FALL/WINTER 2021

15-year master plan update
Phase Two construction underway

With design and permitting complete, Phase Two construction of CAWD’s Capital Improvement
Projects 15-year Master Plan is now underway. Over the next year and a half, we will be upgrading
outdated systems, and replacing circa 1970-1980s equipment that is past its useful life and is no
longer cost-effective to maintain.

“Phase Two will ensure efficient and reliable operation of our community’s treatment plant
for the next 30 years,” said CAWD Principal Plant Engineer Patrick Treanor. “New technologies,
equipment, and electrical systems will minimize risk, increase reliability, save energy, and greatly
reduce staff time currently being spent on upkeep of equipment which is 40 to 50 years old.”

Making every dollar count

Phase One, completed in 2018, rehabilitated or replaced approximately half of the plant’s

operational systems. Phase Two will upgrade the five remaining areas: our headworks, disinfection,

influent, effluent, and digesters/sludge holding systems. The capital improvements projects will
mitigate risk of failure for critical
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CRFREE update

CAWD continues to work diligently with
Monterey County and participating agencies to
move forward on the Carmel River Floodplain
Restoration and Environmental Enhancement
Project (CRFREE). The project is designed to
restore habitat and reduce flood risk to homes
and property inside the floodplain.

We have nearly completed the
engineering design to underground our
180_f00t—10ng outfall and sewage p ip elines The CAWD pipeline undergrounding project will safeguard
that currently cross above the south arm of Carmel River State Beach (shown here), the lagoon, and
Carmel River Lagoon. The undergrounding Carmel Bay from sewage spills. Photo: weekendsherpa.com

is necessary to safeguard the lagoon, Carmel River State Beach, and nearshore waters from sewage
Meadows, you may be able to see the . a1 . . o - L
B ois rees haliStreantine parn N spills, because QRFREE will increase Watgr velocity and the risk of debris strlkes on eglstlng pllpehr.les.
the CAWD treatment plant. This fall, after all The California Coastal Commission has approved the undergrounding project. California
bird nesting is concluded, we will be trimming State Parks is providing a property easement for construction, and we will soon have our permit
the trees to remove dead branches and from the Army Corps of Engineers. With agreements falling into place, construction could
ensure the safety of our staff. begin before the end of the year. Currently, we are waiting for Monterey County to complete the

Planted in the 1970s as a fast-growing memorandum of understanding for the undergrounding.

1 Pianiieen iative Australian By “CAWD fully supports CRFREE, and we also take very seriously our responsibility to protect

um eucalyptus are now over 100 feet tall
?they - grf)w up to eight feet each year). human health and the environment, as well as to advocate for our customers,” said CAWD General

Tree trimming scheduled
If you live in Mission Field or Carmel

With increasing fires in California, Manager Barbara Buikema. “We have been negotiating with Monterey County to reach an
the species is being removed from many agreement that safeguards the lagoon and protects CAWD customers from being unfairly burdened
areas because its aromatic oils are highly by the cost of the undergrounding.”
combustible, and the tree also produces The CAWD undergrounding design and EIR will be part of Monterey County’s $26 million
:zri%ep?en;?;nrgzgo;f:z:gqix s; tr)]”tz' g’;}{avfe FEMA grant application to fund CRFREE, of which $5.6 million is slated for the CAWD project. We
the trees with native, firesafe riparian thank Big Sur Land Trust for facilitating negotiations, as well as the §750,000 California Coastal
species such as willows and cottonwoods. Conservancy grant that paid for the design and environmental impact report.

This will be an incremental process to

ensure continual buffer screening for . .
nearby neighborhoods. Microorganism (Cont. from page one)

with the colony. Under the microscope, the colony looks like a bouquet of tulips, with the separate
flowers bouncing this way and that on their stems to capture bacteria. The individuals contract

their stalks at lightning speed to capture prey, causing their sheaths to coil like a spring.

Carmel Area carchesium  Carchesium’s cousin, Vorticella, has been clocked contracting in five milliseconds (it takes 100
Wastewater nitchesa {0 150 milliseconds to blink your eye), which is like a midsize car moving at 15,000 mph!

Rltrict pone The ciliates use a ‘mechanochemical” action to achieve their astounding speeds. Individuals in
g the Carchesium

3945 Rio Road, Carmel, CA 93923 Calciym prlovides the fuel, gnd calcium-l?inding proteins trigger the _spiral mqvement: colony capture
(831) 624-1248 m cawd.org - Bioengineers are studying the coordinated structural and chemical reaction, hoping to find whicl:,:‘:':?l:r; _
Free 24-hour sewer back-up service: . |psp|rat|on to improve mlcrorr.lachlnery §uch a thg micropumps and.mllcrovallves used _ nutrients for the
Call 624-1248: after 5 pm, please call s P A\ L blood and DNA analysis, implanted insulin delivery devices, and inkjet printers. entire colony.
) ’ S Photo: plingfactoriy.de
Carmel Police Department at 624- T ™ B o P
6403. If water is backing up into your ’ ® /
tub or toilet, it is an emergency. Call us : > CaArRMEL AREA WASTEWATER DisTRICT BUDGET
immediately, day or night! - July 1,2021 - June 30, 2022
" — " Sources of Cash: $18,518,058 Uses of Cash: $18,518,058
CAWD, e Spe,C|a| district dedlcateq o Sewer Capital PBCSD* Property  Reclamation Interest Capital Operations & Reclamation Debt
protecting public health and the environ- User Fees  Reserve Fund Fees Taxes Project Income/Other Projects ~ Maintenance Project Service
ment with the cost-effective collection $8,677,198  $3,233965 $2,910,829  $2100,000  $819,160  $776,906 $9,809,191  $7,884,551  $611410  $212,906

and treatment of wastewater and the
return of clean water to the environment.

We invite the public to attend CAWD

board meetings, held the last
Thursday of each month at 9:00 am
at the CAWD office.

Board of Directors
Greg D'’Ambrosio  Charlotte Townsend
Michael Rachel ~ Ken White
Robert Siegfried

General Manager

Detailed assessments show that we need to
spend $50 million on our community’s treatment
plant over the next 15 years to keep it safe

and reliable. Ratepayers will see annual,
incremental fee increases to fund rehabilitation.
As a self-supporting, nonprofit agency, CAWD
depends on user fees to fund infrastructure and

Barbara Buikema maintenance. CAWD’s goal is always to match
, r to exp leaving no profit. F3C rser
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